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Welcome to the 
June edition of 
our stakeholder 
newsletter.
In the last 20 years, average 
UK house prices have grown 
by 152%, whilst average family 
incomes are up by just 22%. 

More and more young people 
have no choice but to live with 
parents for much longer – 
according to recent research, 
a quarter of young adults aged 
20-34 still live at home. But at the 
other end of the spectrum, there 
is a desperate need for suitable 
housing for older people too.  
By 2039, it is estimated that 1 in 
every 12 people will be over 80, 
and these people will undoubtedly 
need housing which meets their 
changing needs.

At Radian, we’re striving to 
make a big difference to our 
communities. We want to forge 
new partnerships and explore 
innovative solutions to meeting 
everyone’s housing requirements.

We’ve just launched our new 
Corporate Strategy to help us 
achieve this. We’ll be focusing on 
community, customer, property 
and people, but all of these link 
to one key goal – our vision to be 
the landlord who builds vibrant, 
healthy, successful communities 
where people can put down roots, 
prosper and thrive.

We are committed to building 
more homes of all tenures for 
people of all ages. We’re not 
like other developers – we build 
strong, long-lasting communities 
with excellent facilities, such as 
the brand new Café 1759 at 
Quebec Park, Bordon, which  
you can read more about over  
the page. We are doing all we 
can to play our part in fixing the 
nation’s housing crisis and helping 
those who are locked out of the 
housing market.

We are long term investors, 
and we see infrastructure such 
as community facilities and 
employment initiatives for our 
residents as integral to our 
mission. Building new homes is 
the foundation to our work, 

but as a social enterprise for  
the long term, we will go  
further by investing in social 
infrastructure to help build vibrant 
new communities.

We look forward to working with 
you over the coming months  
and years to achieve our shared 
goal of tackling the housing crisis 
and providing housing solutions 
for everyone. 

All the best,

Mick Sweeney,  
Chief Executive

Mick Sweeney, Chief Executive

Congratulations to all new  
and re-elected councillors. 

We followed May’s local elections 
closely and were pleased to  
see housing was such a  
hot topic locally and nationally. 

We held a hustings event 
in Southampton and were 

delighted to be joined by 
representatives from Labour,  
the Conservatives, the  
Liberal Democrats and the  
Green Party in the city.

We published our manifesto and 
sent a copy to all candidates as 
well as party leaders, asking for 
support for four key pledges:

1. To speak up in support  
of new homes.

2. To put off-site contribution 
funds to positive use.

3. To work to upskill local  
people to power the  
construction industry.

4. To support local people to 
keep communities safe.

We hope you received a copy 
but if you’d like more information, 
you can find the full manifesto on 
our website: www.radian.co.uk.
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Café 1759  
now open!
After many months of hard work, 
Café 1759 has opened its doors 
to the public. Damian Hinds, MP 
for East Hampshire and Secretary 
of State for Education, cut the 
ribbon on Friday 13 April to mark 
the café’s official opening. We 
were joined by representatives 
from our partner organisations 
who have been involved in  
turning the café from an idea 
into reality, as well as several 
councillors from East Hampshire 
District Council, Mayor Colin 
Leach and the Queen’s 
representative for Hampshire, 
Lord-Lieutenant Nigel Atkinson. 

Not just your average coffee 
shop, Café 1759 will be the hub 
of Quebec Park in Whitehill and 
Bordon, one of the country’s ten 
new ‘Healthy Towns’, and will 
serve up community events  
and activities alongside delicious 
food and drink. 

The café will be supported by 
volunteers looking to develop their 
skills, gain some work experience, 
or just build social ties and get 
involved in their local community. 
It will also become home to 
Radian’s catering business 
which has a great track record 
of offering practical skills training 
and employment support to many 
local people.

Damian Hinds said: “I was 
delighted to open Café 1759, 
which will provide an important 
centre for the community. 

Facilities like this, which enable 
people to meet others and get 
involved with community activities, 
can help to make a difference to 
people’s lives.”

Café 1759 is proudly not for profit, 
which means that any money it 
makes can go straight back into 
providing services for the local 
people. Come and find us at Café 
1759, Chieftain House, Challenger 
Place, Bordon, GU35 0FP or visit 
the website for more information: 
www.cafe1759.co.uk.

Damian Hinds MP and Mick Sweeney

The Cafe 1759 team

The cafe frontage

Mick Sweeney, Lord-Lieutenant Nigel Atkinson and Ralph Facey



Berry Court nears 
completion
Residents will soon be moving  
into their new apartments at  
Berry Court in Bournemouth as 
our flagship £27million private 
rented sector development 
approaches completion.

With over 50% of the apartments 
already reserved, residents are 
expected to be able to move in 
from late August 2018.

In April, we celebrated the  
opening of our fantastic show 
home with Bournemouth 
councilors, including Leader of 
the Council John Beesley, and 
partners who have been involved 
in the development process.

Built in partnership by Radian 
and Bournemouth Development 
Company, Berry Court includes 
one, two and three bedroom 
apartments, with penthouses and 
duplexes also available. The 113 
high quality new apartments on 
St. Peters Road, close to the town 
centre, are all exclusively available 
to rent through Radian’s private 
lettings service SMART, offering 
flexible tenancies.
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Councillor John Beesley opens the show home



Shared Ownership 
success
After spending many years in the 
world of private renting, Josh  
was keen to invest in his own 
home, but was unsure how 
he would be able to afford the 
monthly payments. 

So, after a friend made him 
aware of the Shared Ownership 
properties for sale with Radian 
Homes at Kennet Island in 
Reading, Josh was keen to find 
out more. 

“The Radian Homes team 
discussed my options with me 
and I soon found out the monthly 
payments would be no more 
than if I was renting. After a chat 
with the financial advisor, I was 
given the great news that buying 
a Shared Ownership home at 

Kennet Island was affordable.  
I made the decision there and  
then to reserve my home - and  
I couldn’t have been happier.” 

With a full market value of 
£250,000 he was able to 
purchase a 45% share for just 
£112,500. 

Josh said “I spend no more than 
I did renting, yet I own a portion  
of my home. It’s a no brainer.”

Josh was also keen to tell us  
what the best thing about  
his new home was. “It’s great 
knowing that the money I spend 
on my mortgage each month is 
going towards equity in my new 
home. Plus I can actually decorate 
my own home and buy the 
furniture I want - something you 
can’t do when renting. I take real 
pride in my home now.” 
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Coming soon: 
new homes at 
Hatch Farm
We’re working with Eastleigh 
Borough Council and Drew 
Smith Ltd to bring 98 homes of 
all tenures to West End, near 
Southampton.

The Willows development 
consists of 1, 2, 3 and 4 
bedroom homes including 
bungalows, available for 
affordable rent, Shared 
Ownership, market rent and 
market sale.

Our show home is due to launch 
in September, when our first ten 
market sale units will be ready. 
Other phases will follow with the 
first affordable homes due for 
completion in December. 

Find out more:  
radianhomes.co.uk/property/
thewillows
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Radian joins 
Anglo-French 
self-employment 
project
We’re really pleased to announce 
that Radian has received 
a £470,000 grant from the 
European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF) to support more of 
our residents into employment 
and training, as part of an exciting 
new project called Increase 
Valorisation Sociale (Increase). 

Increase is the product of a 
partnership between ten housing 
associations and training 
providers across the south and 
east of England and northern 
France. Overall, the project aims 
to support 4,000 unemployed 
people into employment 
and micro-enterprise, create 

opportunities for 3,200 more and 
get 1,200 new small businesses 
off the ground. The project 
will focus on those frequently 
excluded groups who face 
barriers such as single parenting, 
disability and multi-generational 
benefit dependency, finding 
innovative ways to engage with 
and support them. 

Many Radian residents have 
already graduated from the Go 
Your Own Way courses already 
provided by our Employment, 
Support and Training team; 
ten weeks of bespoke training, 
website and social media advice, 
one to one business mentoring 

from local entrepreneurs and a 
whole range of other support 
and learning opportunities. The 
Increase project and ERDF 
funding means that many more 
will be able to benefit from similar 
help to get started on their road to 
self-employment.

Joe Maloney, a Go Your Own  
Way alumnus and founder of 
Revival Property Services, had 
this to say to anyone thinking of 
signing up: “Do it! And be willing 
to let the process take you on 
a journey with your business 
ideas that you might not have 
considered beforehand”.

Go Your Own Way graduates collect their certificates
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Benefit to Society
February saw the launch of the 
Benefit to Society campaign in the 
House of Commons, which seeks 
to challenge the stereotypes 
about who lives in social housing.

The Benefit to Society campaign’s 
research showed that 72% of 
the public over-estimate the 
number of unemployed people 
living in social housing. 90% of 
social housing tenants feel unfairly 

represented by the media and 
many say that they have felt 
looked down on or embarrassed 
because of their tenure type in 
the past. Many worry that this 
will have a negative impact on 
how their children feel about 
themselves as they grow up.

We fully support the work of the 
Benefit to Society campaign to 
bring about a fairer attitude to 
social housing. No one should 
be judged because of the house 

they live in, especially now when 
demand for safe, secure and 
affordable accommodation is 
higher than ever. 

Benefit to Society is challenging 
perceptions by sharing the stories 
of tenants across the country 
through their ‘See the Person’ 
campaign. We wanted to tell 
you about some of our amazing 
tenants too. 

Find out more at:  
www.benefittosociety.co.uk

Sarah Mason

Sarah works as a transport 
assistant, helping elderly people 
and disabled adults and children 
to get around town. This has 
included everything from working 
one on one with individuals, to 
coordinating large groups of 
people on coach trips. 

For some time now she has 
been helping a child with Downs 
Syndrome get to school. Every 
day Sarah picks her up, takes 
her into class and is there waiting 
to take her home again. “When 
you build a bond with the child, 
you build a bond with the family 
and then they trust you,” Sarah 
says. “She knows that no matter 
what happens, I will be there 
waiting for her every day.”

Tim Walker

Tim worked in newspaper 
publishing in London, until he 
went to Zambia to do voluntary 
work. That ‘career break’ turned 
into many years, until Tim started 
his own successful magazine 
and then a newspaper there, 
before returning home in 2008.

In 2013 Tim was diagnosed with 
cancer. Tim started an online 
creative writing course to stave 
off depression. He has now 
self-published 7 books; his most 
recent won One-Stop Fiction’s 
‘Book of the Month’ award. 

Tim is also the chairman of 
his local Mens’ Matters group, 
which aims to combat loneliness 
amongst older men.

Sue Cooper

In 2016, Sue decided to start 
collecting waste food from 
supermarkets and redistributing 
in her community. She was 
offered some space in her 
local community centre, where 
she runs a weekly swap shop. 
People can exchange cash, 
items or skills for food. 

“All sorts of people come every 
week for the social side as well,” 
Sue says. “We offer free tea 
and coffee thanks to Radian’s 
sponsorship, and so many 
friendships and relationships 
have grown out of it.”

She is now creating a community 
garden and decking area to 
function as a community hub. 

Tim Walker

Sue Cooper
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Meeting the 
Housing Minister 
by Radian tenant 
Shanie Clarke
Dominic Raab had only been in 
his new job as Housing Minister 
for three weeks when he came 
to meet myself and other social 
housing tenants. 

The event was part of the 
government’s social housing “road 
show”; a series of meetings taking 
place around the country that 
have been designed to give social 
housing tenants an opportunity 
to speak openly about the 
challenges they face.

It was refreshing to have the 
chance to meet someone 
personally. The room was 
impressed by how he conducted 
himself as he seemed to already 
have a good grasp of the 
challenges tenants face. 

During the event he visited each 
table with his team and listened to 
their feedback. 

He spoke about his thoughts  
on social housing and welcomed 
our views in a question and 
answer session. 

Some of the issues raised were 
combatting homelessness, 
construction of student 
accommodation in big cities at 
the expense of affordable homes, 
and improving interactions with 
housing associations through the 
use of Community Champions 
and Resident Panels. Taking 
the time to engage with us 
was certainly appreciated and 

afterwards we felt as though  
our opinions had been  
listened to. In future, we would 
definitely welcome more of this 
type of engagement.  

Many residents had a chance to 
speak and hopefully Mr Raab  
and his team took notice. 

Housing is such a hot topic at 
the moment, and we would 
hope that some of our ideas and 
recommendations will be taken  
on board by the government.

Home-grown 
hero turns 100
Windsor resident Dick Shuttle 
celebrated his 100th birthday 
in style at his home at Kipling 
Court. The World War II veteran 
was joined by friends, family  
and the Deputy Mayor to mark 
the occasion. 

Dick was born in Windsor in 
1918, just four days after the 
end of the First World War.  
He joined the army aged  
18, and then married his 
sweetheart Pat just before the 
Second World War broke out. 
During the war, Dick spent time 
in Egypt, Mumbai, Singapore 

and even travelled through  
the Himalayas. He also  
served in Northern Ireland, 
before retiring from military  
life and taking up work as a 
coach driver.

Sadly, Dick lost Pat to cancer 
fourteen years ago but he still 
treasures their happy memories. 
He’s happy to have plenty  
of family still around and is  
fit, active and independent,  
enjoying his regular shopping 
trips with his sister.  

Dick was one of the first  
to move into Kipling Court when 
Radian opened the over 60s 
scheme, and he has made it his 
long-time home. 

He said “It feels amazing to 
reach this age, I didn’t think I 
would get this far!”

We were delighted that we were 
able to share Dick’s special 
occasion with him and celebrate 
one of Windsor’s oldest home-
grown heroes.

Dominic Raab speaking to residents

Dick with Cllr Eileen Quick


